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ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION - WHO IS TO BE BLAMED ?

O

f late, the greatest challenges facing
humanity is the disastrous
environmental degradation affecting not
only common man's lives but also devastating
particularly the lives of the poorer community.
The frequent occurrences of earthquakes,
droughts and heavy floods apart from other
hazards like land, air, and water pollution make
the South & South-East Asia an un suitable place
to live. These disasters not only cause severe
damages to living environment but also erode
the lives of the poorer community. The
scientists, decision- makers and sometimes
even the experts despite being aware of various
issues such as global warming, deforestation,
pollutions, droughts, floods that deplete natural
resources and destruct wildlife are neither able
to pre-warn, advice nor plan or act ahead
immediately on such grave issues to safeguard
the environment.
The people are not cautious and therefore see
such calamities as usual and common
occurrences rather than considering it as a grave
situation that hinders the long-term development.
In all these dreadful conditions, it is the poor who

suffers the most. As a result, such vulnerability
further increases the poverty, forcing the poor
into perpetual indebtedness/ destitution. For
instance, in the recent cyclone Ockhi in Tamil
Nadu, it affected innumerable fishermen
community besides causing extensive damages
to their properties like housing, boats etc. Large
number of fishermen went missing; some lost
their lives and could not be rescued. The cyclone
as usual uprooted tens and thousands of trees
along the adjoining coastal villages of
Kanyakumari, Thiruvananthapuram and so on.
The inadequate decisions and actions of those incharge at the decision-making level
also
contribute to the deteriorating conditions of the
poor women/families and marginalized during
such disasters.
The deterioration of environment is occurring at
an alarming rate where infact it forces one to
recollect environmental degradation as one of
the ten threats enlisted by the High Level Threat
Panel of the United Nations. The various kinds of
man- made disasters like the air pollution in
Delhi,
pollution of the largest river i.e.,
the Ganga in Uttar Pradesh; landslides/floods in

Uttarakhand and drought in many states
including Marathawada regions above all the
most depressing fact such as farmers suicides –
can be considered as the worst degradation. To
worsen the situation, the ground water is
polluted due to waste from factories/industries,
even the fresh water level is reducing. A blind
practice of shrimp cultivation (aqua culture)
without knowing the scientific methodology and
its effects on soil has left the farming
communities more vulnerable. The impact of
shrimp farming is of utmost concern due to
destruction of farm land, mangroves and salt
marshes for pond construction. The farmers have
to be acquainted with best farming practices to
save the environment.
As population increases both in urban/rural
areas of India, the basic need for housing,
educational institutions, medical facilities has
become a necessity. As a result while allotting
spaces for such purposes, the district level
authorities allot spaces on dried up water bodies
such as ponds, river beds, lakes etc with least
concern that such places will affect the human
lives when heavy rain occurs. The low level areas
get flooded thus blocking the natural drainage
system. Therefore one can affirm that the lack of
foresight among the administrators too can be
considered as one of the causes for the loss of
bio-diversity and environmental pollution.
One cannot deny the fact that the absence of
proper waste disposal system in urban/rural
areas too is responsible for degradation. Urban
planners the major implementers of such
planning, turn a blind eye to this despicable
situation. Have the civic authorities ever had the
thought to segregate the wastes into biodegradable and non-degradable wastes where
the bio-degradable waste can be recycled into
rich organic manure. In a country like India the
agricultural scientists feel that the organic
manure are highly useful to farmers and for
agricultural activities. A small action on our part
will facilitate not only the farming community but
also in environment protection.
Thus one can say that ‘we have almost become a
victim of our own activities’. Pollution is now seen

as the largest cause for the spread of diseases
and loss of lives today that are three times more
than TB, malaria, dengue, respiratory and
communicable diseases in India.
Therefore isn't action towards preventing the
pollution and environment degradation our
responsibility? Time has come for us to work in
unison to protect the environment towards a
sustainable effort. The civil society initiatives/
schools/colleges/other research institutions
have to be taken in to confidence and come
together to develop plans to reduce these
menaces by interacting with the citizens and
farmers.
The civic authorities should be given
orientations regarding the availability and needs
of the various groups towards segregation of
wastes as done in some developed countries
where the citizens' welfare committees are very
active. This facilitates part/full time employment
options for both educated and uneducated
people.
When one think of the current status it could be
observed that at one point of time, the damage
caused to the environment would reach the stage
wherein the environment can't attain the
required balance on its own. In such a situation
we as humans need to step in and ensure that the
damage is curbed and the balance is attained
reminding one of the quote “Let's nurture the
nature so that we can have a better future”.
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Working Women's Forum (India)/ Indian Cooperative Network for Women's
Participation in International/National Events
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Dr. Nandini Azad, President, Indian Cooperative
Network for Women (ICNW) participated and
presented a paper at the UN SDG High Level
Political Forum held between 10 – 19 July 2017 at
UN Plaza, New York. The highlight of the paper
was that Sustainable Development Goals were an
absolute breakthrough and could been seen as the
core for growth, peace, prosperity and poverty
reduction. Besides “the gender and equity” model
of the ICNW that empowers and supports poor
women workers in the informal sector was shared
with the delegates. Ms. Daniela Bas, Director,
United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UNDESA) chaired the panel.
M r . Vi n i c i u s C a r va l h o P i n h e i ro S p e c i a l
Representative to the United Nations from the
International Labour Organization (ILO);

Mr. Charles Gould, Director- General, the
International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) and Ms.
Carla Mucavi, Director of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), speakers from COPAC,
Cooperators from India, Japan, UN Agencies/
representatives and others also participated and
discussed strategies on eradication of poverty
through cooperatives.
On 13 November 2017 at the Meeting of the ICA
Gender Equality Committee, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia Dr. Nandini Azad, President ICNW &
Acting Chairperson of ICA–AP Women's
Committee presented the Activity Report of 2017,
wherein a Resolution that was adopted for 30-50%
quota for women in Committees, Councils and
other higher level Cooperative structures has been
considered and put forth as the strong
recommendation by the Committee. The Gender
Equality Strategy for the period 2017- 2020 was
touched upon and the various programs,
workshops, meetings held at Kobe, Japan (JCCU),
APCMC (Hanoi), and the forthcoming activities to
be held in China (Women CEOs) with All China
Federation of Supply and Marketing Cooperatives
(ACFSMC) were briefed and the Models and case
studies of cooperatives from the Asia Pacific region
(Philippines, Japan, China, India, Korea) were
shared with the participants.
Dr. Nandini Azad presented the 2017 Activity
Report and Gender Equality strategy (2017 to 2020)

to the ICA-AP Regional Board Meeting
on 14 November 2017 at Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. As the officiating Chairperson of the
ICA-AP Board, Dr.Azad elaborated on the
activities of the Committee for the year 2017, such
as the research study on the Status of Women in
cooperatives in the Asia – Pacific region titled
“Gender is more than a Statistic”. Besides such as
the Regional Workshop for SDG's and Women in
Kathmandu, exposure and networking programs,
All China Federation of Supply and Marketing
Cooperatives (ACFSMC) Workshop with all
women CEOs in China in the year 2018.

NATIONAL EVENTS
NCUI Annual General Body Meeting and
Symposium, New Delhi
Dr. Nandini Azad, President ICNW participated in
the Symposium titled “Cooperatives and
Sustainable Development Goals: Members'
participation” organized by National Cooperative
Union of India on the side line of the NCUIs Annual
General Body meeting on 20 September 2017 at
New Delhi. Mr. Balu Iyer, Regional Director of
ICA-AP, t he keynote speaker cited t he
17 Sustainable Development Goals to showcase
that cooperatives are active in all areas and also
stated that Dr.Nandini Azad, President of Indian
Cooperative Network on Women was the only
Indian to be invited to the UNSDG High Level
Political Forum on SDGs on the day of cooperatives
at the UN plaza in 2017.
Entrepreneurship Day Celebration, Chennai

Dr.Nandini Azad organized and co-facilitated
Workshop on Integrating Gender Equality in
Cooperatives at the ICA Global Conference, on
15 November 2017 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
During the Session on Gender Affirmatives – Why
Women in Cooperatives, Dr. Nandini Azad briefed
the audience about the low participation of women
in the labour market when compared to men and
the prevalence of high concentration of women in
the informal sector. Further Dr. Azad enlightened
the participants about the global affirmatives
for women. At the session on Overcoming
Challenges–Integrating Gender in Cooperatives,
the importance of organizing and mobilizing
women, strengthening of women's organizations
and increase in participation of women
incooperatives, sensitizing cooperative leaders
and capacity building at all levels as important
strategies was emphasized.

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) organized a workshop on
the occasion of National Entrepreneurship Day on
9 November 2017 at Chennai. In this meeting
Ms. Rageshwari Pari, Ms. Anjalakshi CEO’s,
ICNW; Ms.Santha Lakshmi, Coordinator
and entrepreneurs of WWF/ICNW from the
Kanchipuram and Vellore branch participated.
Chief Guest Mr. Nagoor Ali Jinnah, Chief General
Manager, SIDBI spoke about positive effects of
entrepreneurship and the way they occupied
themselves in business. The others who
participated and spoke at the event included the
successful entrepreneurs, Mr. V.Sridhar, General
Manager, SIDBI; Mr. Rajan, General Manager,
Indian Overseas Bank etc.
National Meeting – Reimagining Our Response:
Sexual Harassment & Women Workers' lives, Kolkata
A two day National Meeting on 'Reimagining Our
Response: Sexual Harassment & Women Workers'
lives' was organized by Sanhita, Gender Resource
Centre and a Women's Rights initiative on
15-16 November 2017 at Kolkata. The meeting
aimed at sharing of experiences towards

At this meeting Dr. Jaya Arunachalam wondered
whether right to privacy applies to common people
as well, as the government gets all the details of an
individual like bank account number, PAN
number, Aadhar number and so on. In this
perspective it is not sure that the common
people/citizens data will be kept confidential or
returned back .

prevention & redress of sexual harassment at work
place, understand the engagement of various
unions and organizations and to build strategies
for creating harassment free work places.
In the two day workshop the participants were
highlighted about the harassment at work place,
behavior and touches by their counter parts
besides it focused on case studies by various
organizations and the need to document and take
necessary actions. Participating in the workshop
Dr. Santha Lakshmi, Coordinator, WWF shared
the experience of WWF/ICNW in taking up the
complaint of the aggrieved women who were prone
to gender violence.

Annual General Body Meeting
Dr. Jaya Arunachalam, President WWF as one of
the board member of Sri Parthasarathy Swami
Sabha attended the Annual General Body Meeting
held on 5th November 2017 at Chennai. The
meeting discussed the annual accounts for the
year 2016-2017 along with the annual report, the
appointment of the auditor besides other details
relating to the Sabha. In this meeting the members
thanked Dr.Jaya Arunachalam for extending full
cooperation by providing the Vidya Bharathi Hall
to the Sri Parthasarathy Swami Sabha to celebrate
the December Music festival for more than two
decades.

SPECIAL EVENTS
th

10 Rajaji Memorial Lecture
Delivering the Tenth Rajaji Memorial Lecture
organised by The Triplicane Cultural Academy and
Kasturi Srinivasan Library in Chennai on
19 August 2017 senior advocate, Supreme Court
Mr. Arvind P. Datar, said that “We don't have a
fundamental right to privacy at all. In the Aadhaar
issue, it is not that all rich people are opposing it
and poor people, who are beneficiaries of subsidy,
are supporting it. The right to privacy of the poor
man who chooses not to avail any subsidy should
also be protected”. Presiding over the lecture,
Mr.N. Ravi, director, Kasturi & Sons Limited, said,
“Some of the issues engaging the attention of the
nine-judge Bench are complicated and tricky.
These issues call for judicial statesmanship and
creativity of highest order to resolve.”

Elected to the Board
Dr. Jaya Arunachalam, President WWF who has
been associated with the Triplicane Cultural
Academy for several years has once again been reelected as Vice President. The academy has been
serving as a bridge of understanding among the
citizens of Chennai and across. The academy
regularly conducts Lectures, Seminars &
Symposiums on various topics/subjects ranging
from politics, economics, public administration
and music to dance.
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Working Group Session: Civic Engagement Resilient Chennai, Chennai

ACTIVITIES IN
WORKING WOMEN’S FORUM (INDIA) /

Mr. Krishna Mohan Ramachandran, Chief
Resilience Officer pioneered by Rockefeller
Foundation in partnership with the Chennai
Corporation invited Dr. Jaya Arunachalam,
President Working Women's Forum (India) to
participate in the working group session on civic
engagement on 14 September, 2017. The objective
of this meeting is to strengthen the Chennai city's
resilience for better result in the long run.

INDIAN COOPERATIVE NETWORK FOR WOMEN

Review Meeting by the President of WWF & ICNW

Sharing her views Dr. Jaya Arunachalam said
through proper urban design in city administration
creating a public realm that brings together
citizens of the various working population of the
city will definitely help in bringing about a change
but this is possible only if the municipal
administration work appropriately and take the
views of the citizens as well. Besides, the President
WWF also said that
over 35 years since
WWF/ICNW's initiation, it has always placed a
greater emphasis in its orientation program to
create awareness about the improved sanitation
and solid waste management practices that pollute
the environment and increases the risk of
diseases due to non-cleaning of the drainage .

President ICNW, Dr. Nandini Azad held a meeting
at the Chennai headquarters with Ms. Egammai,
Ms. Vasuki, Ms. Rageshwari Pari, Ms. Anjalakshi
CEOs & staff from all branches on 16 May, 2017.
The meeting focused on performance of branches
along with the strategies planned towards the
collection and membership process. Similarly Dr.
Azad held a review meeting with Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh branches at Bengaluru
and in Chennai on 26 November 2017 and on 27
December 2017. The CEOs and branch-in-charges
from all the 14 branches participated in these
meetings. The President ICNW reviewed the
branch performances regarding the membership,
loan disbursement and collection process. She
asked the staffs to increase the membership by
achieving the target given to each organizer. The

South Regional Conference on Juvenile Justice
Act, 2015 and Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POSCO), Chennai
The South Regional Conference on Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015 and Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POSCO) Act, 2012 was organized by the
National Human Rights Commission during
5-6 September 2017 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu
to review the infrastructure available in
the States for the protection of child rights
and implementation of these legislations.
M s . S . N a n d i n i , P ro g ra m C o o rd i n a t o r &
Ms. Padmaja staff represented on behalf of WWF
and presented a grievance letter pertaining to the
Children's Home run by WWF/ICNW to Justice
Darmar Murugeshan, Hon'ble Member, NHRC.
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staff also gave their views pertaining to the
performance of their branches.

This meeting also focused on the views of
members, the post implementation of Goods &
Service Tax and how it is impact on their
occupations. The members in Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka felt that due to GST, the
prices have increased and income/profit has
decreased as the sales were low. More over the
customers were not willing to pay more amount.
For e.g – the threads, clothes rates have increased
which is essential for tailoring but their clients
prefer to pay same old charges. Besides, the
meeting focused on the need for alternate skill
training to enhance their skill and income. The
training requirements of members ranged from
soap, phenyl, candle making etc., however
majority of the members in all the branches
preferred training in tailoring. In Andhra Pradesh &
in Chennai the members in-addition to tailoring
classes beautician course also required. The
members in Hyderabad were of view that they
would highly benefit if the training is imparted in
areas/ place of stay/work.
Programme in All India Radio
Ms. Egammai, Secretary, Ms.S.Nandini &
Ms. Santha Lakshmi , Coordinators, Ms. Sheela,
Staff, ICNW, participated in the discussion
programme Magalir Arangam - Pen Kalvi
Pennouvom on the importance of education of the
girl child. This programme was broadcasted
on 2 August 2017. They discussed the significance
of girl's education as it would enable them to
withstand and face future challenges. As a result
of creating awareness on the importance of
education to WWF/ICNW women most of the
members children have taken up professional
courses and some have completed higher
education.

Dr. Jaya Arunachalam, President WWF called for
a meeting with the Secretary, CEOs, Coordinators
& Organizers on 18 November 2017 at Chennai.
She urged the staff to increase the membership
and provide her full details of the members and
their occupations. Besides, the president WWF
also insisted the staff to visit and review some of
the branches in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh &
Karnataka.
Meeting with WWF/ICNW members
Working Women's Forum (India)/Indian
cooperative Network for Women that was started
way back in 1978 in Chennai slums is a one of the
first in South India whose mission is poverty
reduction and strengthening of economic, social
and cultural status of poor working women
through micro-credit, training, social mobilization
and other interventions to poor women.
WWF/ICNW has tirelessly been working to
achieve this goal over the past three decades.
As members and their views are integral part and
driving force of WWF/ICNWs growth, it undertook
a study at all branches in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh pertaining to the members
needs and requirements. Therefore, a team from
WWF/ICNW Ms. Egammai, Ms. Vasuki, Ms.
Rajeshwari Pari, Ms. Anjalakshi CEO’s held
meeting with members from 1 August to18
September, 2017 as a strategic review of
WWF/ICNW programs on the persistence of its
management. The team assessed WWF/ICNW
past, present and future strategy on the basis of
extensive discussion with the members at the
branches and field visits.

WWF/ICNW Team Interacting with members
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WE NEED YOUR INPUTS!!!
Contribute Letters, Ideas, Comments for
our Newsletter.
To
The Editor
GROOTS Newsletter,
55, Bhimasena Garden Road,
Mylapore, Chennai - 600004
Phone : +91-44-2499 3937, 2499 2853
Tel Fax : +91-44-2499 2853
E-mail
: wwforum@eth.net
wwforumindia@gmail.com
Web
: www.workingwomensforum.org
www.icnw.in

Happy New Year
Take up one idea,
Make that one idea your life,
Think of it, Dream of it,
Live on that idea,
Let the Brain, Muscles, Nerves,
Every part of your
Body be full of that idea,

Editors

And just leave every other idea alone.
- Swami Vivekananda

: Dr. Jaya Arunachalam
Ms. P. Egammai
Dr. R. Asha
Dr. Santha Lakshmi
Ms. S. Nandini

WHAT READERS SAY ABOUT GROOTS
The contents of the GROOTS are to be applauded and are really doing well for the society. Your work
for the welfare of women is appreciable.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan
Hon'ble Minister for Science, Technology & Earth sciences Government of India
The editorial is well titled – Man's Inhumanity to Man. An English poet's phrase is well utilized
justifying the title. It is impressive.
Nalli Chinnasami Chetti,
Textile industrialist and philanthropist
GROOTS brought out under your (Dr.Jaya Arunachalam) inspiring leadership providing dignity and
honour to the downtrodden section of the society.
Hon'ble M.V.Rajasekharan
Former Union Minister of State for Planning, Government of India
GROOTS always inspires me, such a lot of activities with regularity.
Ms. Rajalakshmi Ravi, Head –Prevention
TANKER , Chennai
GROOTS promoting working women folk is commendable, Wish you a great success.
R. Krishnamurthy, Editor, Dinamalar
GROOTS is always interesting to read.
Mr.Balu Iyer, Regional Director, ICA-AP
GROOTS touched the heart and made us to regret by highlighting the grave issue of manual
scavenging ……… we should involve all the people, who are affected and arrive at a solution through
participatory approach.
Mr. M. Namasivayam
Consultant – Health Education, Social Mobilization, IEC

8

